
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

READING COMPREHENSION 

Questions / Answers 

Level: B 

                                           AIRPORT MALARIA 
The disease Malaria is transmitted by mosquitoes. It is a very old disease. It is 
believed that prehistoric man suffered from malaria. It probably originated in 
Africa and accompanied human migration to the Mediterranean shores, India and 
South East Asia. In the past, it used to be common in the marshy areas around Rome, 
and the disease was named 'mal-aria', meaning 'bad air' in Italian; it was also known 
as Roman fever. Today some 500 million people in Africa, India, South East Asia and 
South America are exposed to malaria and it is estimated to cause two and a half 
million deaths annually, one million of which are children. In recent years, the so 
called "airport malaria" has become a big problem in Europe as well. A bartender who 
worked in an establishment close to 23 London's Heathrow Airport became acutely 
ill and was diagnosed with malaria, although he had never been out of the country. A 
lady who had driven her car past the same airport became ill with malaria although 
she, too, had never been out of the country. Four workers who had unloaded a cargo 
plane at Amsterdam Airport became infected with malaria. It is assumed that, in all 
these cases, infected mosquitoes were carried on planes from Africa and were 
released at the destination airport. 
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